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Malawi's electoral commission has confirmed 23 June as the date for a fresh presidential
election, after President Peter Mutharika's re-election last year was nullified by the courts.

The Constitutional Court had in February ordered a new presidential election be held
within 150 days - a ruling upheld by the Supreme Court.

A statement from the electoral commission's newly appointed chairperson, Justice Chifundo
Kachale, said the date was set by members of parliament in compliance with the Supreme
Court's order.

Mr Kachale warned of logistical challenges, but said they would consult presidential
candidates "to explore reasonable mitigation measures" in delivering a credible election.

There are concerns the country is yet to get all the money it needs for holding the poll at a
time when it is dealing with the Covid-19 pandemic.
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Malawi election: What the annulment means for democracy across Africa
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Malawi has no coronavirus - ex-President Banda

Joyce Banda wants funds allocated to coronavirus used for development
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Malawi's former President Joyce Banda has told a campaign rally that the country has no
coronavirus cases and accused the government of "faking" numbers, local media reports.

Politicians are campaigning ahead of a presidential re-run on 23 June after President Peter
Mutharika's re-election last year was nullified by the courts.

Huge political rallies have defied coronavirus prevention measures like social distancing and
wearing of face masks.

A recently conducted poll showed  that 81% of Malawians are not afraid of coronavirus
and are more concerned about hunger.

“We are therefore demanding all the funds which have been pumped into Malawi in the
name of Covid-19 to the rightful owners and be used for development projects,” the
privately owned Malawi 24 website quotes Ms Banda as saying  to supporters in
Nkhatabay on Tuesday.

Three months ago, she had accused the government of hiding coronavirus cases.

The former president endorsed opposition presidential candidate Lazarus Chakwera.

Malawi has so far confirmed 455 coronavirus cases and there have been four deaths and 55
recoveries.
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