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September 6
Felipe Torres (University of Oxford)
Government Audits of Municipal Corruption and Belief Updating: Experimental Evidence
Discussant: Marcia Grimes, University of Gothenburg
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September 20
Alesha Porisky (Northern Illinois University)
To Condition or Not to Condition? How Local Politics Shapes Cash Transfer Program Design in 
Kenya and Tanzania
Discussant: TBD
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October 11
Alexander Yeandle (London School of Economics)
ICTs, Development and Election Fraud: Testing a New Mechanism in Malawi
Discussant: Boniface Dulani, University of Malawi
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October 18

Nelson Ruiz (University of ),

Discussant: Victor Lapuente Gine, Unviversity of Gothenburg 
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November 2
Pablo Balan (Tel Aviv University)
Property Rights and Social Dependence: How Informal Institutions Shape Land Formalization in 
Weak States
Discussant: Adam Harris, University College London
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November 29

An organized civil society facilitates citizens’ efforts at 
mobilization and coordination. Such coordinated efforts 
may align with normative ideals of civic engagement and 
contribute to societal and institutional development. 
Still, other instances may reinforce particularism and 
transac-tional modes of exchange between citizens and 
the state. While considerable evidence exists that 
individual citizens make both types of claims – 
universalistic and particularistic – this project seeks to 
understand conditions that induce civil society 
organizations (CSOs) to choose one or the other. We 
argue that CSOs’ choice of claims is in part informed by 
the institutional environment and, more specifically, the 
extent to which institutions allow incumbents to engage 
in particularistic allocation of government goods and 
services, and whether CSOs have knowledge about 
institutional mechanisms in place. To date, most 
research on civil society has focused on universal 

claim-making. This study speaks to both fields of 
research and seeks to understand what may induce 
organizations to choose one over the other. The study 
includes three types of experimental interventions 
designed to affect knowledge and perceptions of 
institutions among heads of civil society organizations 
in Peru. The first will present information either on an 
institutio-nal mechanism related to accountability and 
redressal of poor government performance, or 
alternatively on corruption in the municipal 
government. A second more extensive treatment will 
consist of a short training session on the same 
accountability mechanism described in the information 
treatment. Finally, a vignette experiment will 
manipulate a specific institutional feature of interest 
– politicization of local bureaucratic offices – and assess 
the impact on CSO leaders’ logic of engagement.




