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You are currently working on a book pro-
ject called: When the Voice Exits: The 
Political Consequences of Domestic Migration. 
Could you brie ly tell us about its main message? 

Hans Lueders 
Introducing 

Hi Hans! Your work on unauthorized migration in 
the United States, which seeks to understand how 
unauthorized immigrants navigate life while being 
politically disenfranchised, contributed to several 
policy debates in the US and was cited by 
numerous national and local newspapers. Why 
do you think the work received the policy 
recognition it did? 

Immigration is probably one of the most 
controversial topics in US politics today. One key 
question is how to respond to the about 11 million 
immigrants who en-tered the country illegally or live 
without a valid visa today. The two main parties in 
the United States ad-vocate for fundamentally 
different approaches to the-se unauthorized 
immigrants. As a result, local and state 
governments have implemented very different 
immigration policies. Some states seek to 
integra-te unauthorized immigrants into economic 
and social life, while others seek to exclude them. 
However, while these two divergent approaches 
exist, little is known about the consequences these 
policies have on immigrants' livelihoods

Hans Lueders is currently a Postdoctoral Scho-
lar at Stanford’s Center on Democracy, De-
velopment, and the Rule of Law. His research 
seeks to understand the causes and conse-
quences of political inequality. In addition, he 
is currently working on a book project linking 
political inequality in advanced democratic 
societies to domestic migration. In this piece, 
Hans tells us about his work that genera-
ted several policy debates in the U.S., his cur-
rent book project’s main message, and 
what he enjoys the most about being a 
researcher. 

My work seeks to generate such evidence. I believe 
that my work receives attention precisely because we 
know little about how unauthorized immigrants 
navigate life and because this issue is so salient 
in everyday American politics. 



I saw that you worked as a filmmaker at the UNDP 
in 2011. In your opinion, what can researchers learn 
from filmmaking when reaching out with their work?

At the core of both are the human experience. Much in the 
same way that the short documentary films I produced for 
the UNDP were a form of storytelling, my own research tri-
es to uphold the voices and experiences of the communities 
with whom I conduct research. I think it is important for re-
searchers in the social sciences to remember, regardless of 
epistemology, that people are at the center of their resear-
ch. Thus, both in film and in research, ethical engagement 
with communities is of utmost importance. In my opinion 
this includes ensuring that communities have access to and 
opportunities to engage with scholarly and creative out-
puts, through workshops, film screenings and other means.

My book seeks to understand how domestic migra-
tion—the movement of people within a country—alters 
political representation. Focusing on the case of Ger-
many, I argue that domestic migrants tend to be more 
active and interested in national politics but less inve-
sted in local politics. Over time, then, migration crea-
tes two separate electorates: voters in in-migration 
areas are very active in national politics, while voters 
in out-migration areas are more active in local politics. 
The book’s main message is that this process alters 
the quality of political representation: national political 
parties are drawn to in-migration areas, where voters 
are more active in national politics. This leads to the 
systematic under-representation of non-migrants and 
out-migration areas in politics, with important conse-
quences for political equality, service delivery, and the 
quality of democracy.
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”My book seeks to under-
stand how domestic mig-
ration—the movement of 

people within a country—al-
ters political representation. 

Focusing on Germany, I 
argue that domestic 

migrants tend to be more 
active and interested in na-
tional politics but less inve-

sted in local politics”

Finally, what is your favoutie part working in 
research/academia?

I think my favourite aspect of working within research 
is the freedom to work towards answering the 
questions that I find most intriguing. I really enjoy 
being able to decide for myself what I want to work 
on, how I want to answer a question, etc. And on top 
of that, it’s really fun to exchange ideas and think 
through research pro-blems with other researchers.
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