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Christopher Gore is a professor at the
Department of Politics and Public Administration, Ryerson University. Chris’ work focuses on the governance and administration of
urban and environmental issues in Africa
and Canada. In recent years, his work has
focused on the politics and multilevel
governance of cities, infrastructure, climate
change, climate adaptation, energy provision,
agriculture, and food security in East Africa.
Hi Chris! You have an academic background in
Political Science and Environmental Studies, and
your current work focuses on the governance and
administration of urban and environmental issues
in Africa and Canada. In your opinion, why do you
believe that it is important to combine the fields
of Environmental Studies and Political Science?
My Bachelor’s degree is in environmental science. I
studied natural resource management. The program
was interdisciplinary, allowing students to take courses
from other disciplines. The first politics course I took
was ’Foreign Policy Analysis’. I asked the professor if
I could write something about the environment. Little
did I know that his speciality was the international politics of whaling - he was encouraging and supportive.
From then on, I became deeply interested in how governments and international organizations respond to
the knowledge of the changing environment. Today, I
often teach environmental policy and politics to graduate and undergraduate students who are not majoring in political science. I try to help them understand
the incentives and disincentives for politicians to act
while also pointing out how citizens, organizations,
and politicians act to make positive change. So I think
it’s essential for people to understand the relationship
between power, authority, institutions, and science.

You will be presenting your paper ”Urban Policy
Diffusion in Africa: Explaining Convergence and
Divergence in Cities” at GLD’s 5th Annual Conference this month. Could you tell us a bit about that
paper?
I classify myself as a comparativist. I am also deeply
interested in how local through to global actors intersect and converge in decision-making around urban
and environmental issues. I’m personally interested
in agriculture and food security. Still, the decision to
study urban agriculture in East Africa stemmed from
it being a subject that provides a fascinating window
into the changing relationship between cities and
national governments in Africa. I also study energy

I saw that you worked as a filmmaker at the UNDP
in 2011. In your opinion, what can researchers learn
from filmmaking when reaching out with their work?

provision and climate change for similar reasons
- they
At the core of both are the human experience. Much in the
are complex multilevel issues. For this paper, same
agriculway that the short documentary films I produced for
the UNDP were a form of storytelling, my own research triture is interesting because it has been an important
es to uphold the voices and experiences of the communities
part of national priorities. However, it has also
been
with whom I conduct research. I think it is important for repartially or completely devolved to sub-national
au- in the social sciences to remember, regardless of
searchers
epistemology,
that people are at the center of their researthorities in Tanzania, Uganda, and Kenya. The paper
ch.
Thus,
both
in film and in research, ethical engagement
examines policy actions by city governments in Dar
with communities is of utmost importance. In my opinion
es Salaam, Kampala, and Nairobi. Compared to
thisother
includes ensuring that communities have access to and
cities on the continent, these three cities have
been
opportunities
to engage with scholarly and creative outputs,
through
workshops,
film screenings and other means.
quite progressive in regulating and acknowledging the
importance of urban food production in recent years.
So the questions I ask in the paper are: what explains the diffusion of policy actions in each city and, from
that, what explains the different degrees of institutional
support for urban agriculture in each city? The paper
tries to bring attention to the potential theoretical les”Urban and Peri-Urban Technologies for Food Security” Photo
sons about African city policy and political action, parCredit: Christopher Gore.
ticularly given how infrequently African cities are used
in the broader discussion and policymaking theory.
You are not only a researcher but a beekeeper as
well! If you hadn’t chosen an academic career path,
would you be a full-time beekeeper by now, or what
would you be doing?

∫Today, I often teach
environmental policy and
politics to students who are
not majoring in political
science. I try to help them
understand the incentives
and disincentives for
politicians to act while also
pointing out how citizens,
organizations, and
politicians act to make
positive change∫

I started beekeeping about seven years ago. Depending on the year, I co-manage between 6-10 hives. It is
a hobby, but we produce enough honey to sell it every
year. The demand is very high, particularly because the
bees are on an organic farm about two hours from where I live. If I wasn’t an academic, I imagine I would try to
combine my love of outdoor activities, beekeeping, and
teaching. I also would love to make more time to write popular non-fiction. Any opportunity to spend more
time outside and work with young people would be a
welcome change or alternative to my academic career.
So if I hadn’t been fortunate to find an academic career, I suspect I’d be a public school teacher and/or working in outdoor education with beekeeping as a hobby.
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