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ABOUT US

INTRODUCTION FROM
THE DIRECTOR

From political upheaval and instability
in the Middle East to rapid urbanisation
and non-inclusive growth in sub-Saharan
Africa, people across the globe are
struggling to come to terms with some
of the major obstacles to peace and
prosperity in the 21st century. At GLD,
we strive to understand the variation of
these pressures and their consequences
at the sub-national level. Recognizing
the key role of local governance in both
ameliorating and exacerbating the
struggle of development remains as
important as ever.
As I reflect on another year as Director at
GLD, I feel a renewed sense of gratitude
and enthusiasm for our program. Much
of our time and resources this year have
gone into the planning and preparation of large household and municipal
surveys in Kenya, Malawi and Zambia.
This effort is part of two intertwined
projects: one on governance and urbanization, and a second on social institutions and development. It is a considerable undertaking. When completed, this
survey of more than 25,000 people in
over 800 villages and neighborhoods will
provide insights into some of the most
important issues of global development
today.
But this is only part of the story. I
am delighted to report that we have
received additional funding to begin
two new projects focused on the Middle
East. We are especially excited to begin
research examining the attendant challenges to governance in light of the
massive migration of Syrian refugees
to Sweden, Turkey, and Jordan. This is
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a six-year effort in collaboration with Andrea
Spehar and Isabell Schierenbeck at the School
of Global Studies (University of Gothenburg)
and Josepha Wessels at Malmö University,
supported by the Swedish Research Council.
The second project brings together scholars
from the Middle East, North Africa, Europe and
the US to undertake a series of coordinated
projects on local governance, supported by
the Hicham Alaoui Foundation. This project will
begin with a workshop this August in Sarajevo,
Bosnia, where a talented group of scholars will
gather to develop collaborative projects. I am
excited to work on these projects in the years
ahead.
At GLD we understand that none of our work has
any meaning unless it finds the right audience.
In this respect, we continue to present our work
to academic and policy-oriented audiences
through presentations and publications. As we
have done in the past, we will disseminate the
findings of our current projects on urbanization,
social institutions and development to audiences in Kenya, Zambia and Malawi. We find
these experiences rewarding
and hope that they are a way of
giving back to the communities
that give so much of their time
and energy to the work that we
do. I am also happy to report
that our working paper series
continues to grow, and we have
expanded into other communication platforms with the launch
of our online blog and podcast
series. The working papers
and podcast series have been
particularly illuminating (and
fun!) as they give us an opportunity to learn from colleagues
about a wide-range of topics,

from governance models in Western Europe
to issues facing women in the Middle East and
Kenya’s experiment with deconcentration. It
is through building community and sharing
research that knowledge grows; we are glad to
contribute towards those goals.
I would, of course, like to thank the large and
growing community that makes GLD’s work
possible. It goes without saying that research
is a collaborative effort, and I am grateful to
be surrounded by a team of skilled colleagues.
The Gothenburg-based team is joined by
research partners from across the globe who
provide invaluable input and expertise. We also
are fortunate to have the financial support of
donors. The International Recruitment Grant
from the Swedish Research Council continues
to fund the Program’s infrastructure, while
additional grants from FORMAS, the Swedish
Research Council, and the Hicham Alaoui Foundation allow us to expand our research program.
Last, but certainly not least, we thank the
Department of Political Science at the University of Gothenburg for housing the program.
Our work is not only productive
and, we hope, a contribution
to tackling important global
problems today, but also
fulfilling. For this, I am extremely
grateful.

Ellen

ELLEN LUST
Director
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ABOUT US

GOVERNANCE AND LOCAL DEVELOPMENT (GLD)
The Program on Governance and Local Development
(GLD) is a research program based at the University of
Gothenburg, originally founded in 2013 at Yale University
by Program Director, Professor Ellen Lust. GLD focuses on
the local factors driving governance and development. The
program is dedicated to international collaboration and
scientifically rigorous, policy-relevant research in an effort
to promote human welfare globally. Program findings are
made available to the international and domestic communities through academic publications, policy briefs, public
presentations, and social media, as well as on-the-ground
workshops in cooperation with local partners.

WHAT IS THE LGPI?
The Local Governance Performance Index (LGPI) is a
survey-based methodology aimed at understanding
subnational variation in governance and development
outcomes. It uses clustered, face-to-face household and
elite interviews to detect local-level variation in governance, within and outside of the state. The LGPI has already
been utilized in two large national surveys in Tunisia (2015)
and Malawi (2016) and is being implemented in Kenya,
Malawi, and Zambia in 2019. Developed by GLD since
2013, it is a key component of GLD efforts to measure,
analyze, and improvement of local governance and service
delivery.
Key Elements of the LGPI
1. Employs a methodology of clustered surveys at the
village or neighborhood level allowing for measures
of local variation undetectable in most surveys.
2. Focuses on direct behavioral measures.
3. Covers multiple sectors, enabling us to see
relationships between governance and outcomes
across sectors, such as education, health, livelihoods,
and security.
4. Provides a detailed map of citizen experiences with
governance and service delivery.
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GLD IN 2018 (JAN-DEC)
2018 has been a productive year
for the GLD team. Work on our two
major projects (Social Institutions
and Governance: Lessons from
Sub-Saharan Africa and Urbanization in Kenya, Malawi, and Zambia)
continues apace [see page 12].
The projects span three countries
(Kenya, Zambia, and Malawi) with
separate surveys being implemented in each country. The surveys
will be fielded in the beginning of
2019, with initial dissemination of
results taking place towards the end
of the year. Additional activities have
centered around the SAFEResearch

2018 IN NUMBERS

project, with advances being made
towards publication of a handbook
in late 2019. The handbook outlines
the types of challenges researchers
face while undertaking fieldwork,
as well as providing best practices
for improving their safety [see page
13]. In addition to these projects, we
have also engaged key stakeholders
through a number of events and
platforms including conferences,
workshops, working papers, blogs,
and social media [see page 18]. The
events provide important opportunities for cross-country collaboration with scholars from regions in
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which GLD operates [see page 22].
Looking ahead, 2018 saw new
funding for two additional projects,
with both projects commencing
in the immediate future: Refugee
Migration and Cities: Social Institutions, Political Governance, and
Integration in Jordan, Turkey, and
Sweden and Public Goods Provision in the Shadow of Urbanization:
Learning from Experiences in Kenya,
Malawi, and Zambia [see page
31]. Further information on these
projects, as well as the projects
mentioned above can be found
throughout this report.
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PUBLISHED PAPERS

WORKING PAPERS

BLOG POSTS
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VISITING SCHOLARS

SPONSORED CONFERENCES
AND WORKSHOPS

2

NEW RESEARCH
PROJECTS

PRESENTATIONS IN 11
COUNTRIES AROUND THE
WORLD

NEW RESEARCH GRANTS

Did you know...
... that increases in local government budget transparency are associated with
improvements in education and health, but not in infrastructure?

Using data from the Vietnam Provincial Governance and Public Administration Performance Index (PAPI) between 2011-2017, an analysis by
Monika Bauhr and Ruth Carlitz suggests that transparency can increase
the quality of public service provision when street level discretion is high,
such as in the case of education and health, as opposed to when it is lower, as in the case of infrastructure (access to improved water and roads).
Less transparent

Results from co-authored paper by Monika Bauhr and Ruth Carlitz, were
presented at European Political Science Association 8th Annual Conference, 21-23 June 2018.

3

More transparent
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ELLEN LUST
Director

POSTDOCTORAL RESEARCH FELLOWS

RUTH CARLITZ
Postdoctoral Research
Fellow

KRISTEN KAO
Postdoctoral Research
Fellow

JOSEPHINE GAKII GATUA
Postdoctoral Research
Fellow

PROGRAM MANAGEMENT

SARA KENNEY
Program Coordinator

SEBASTIAN NICKEL
Data Scientist

RESEARCH ASSISTANT

NESRINE BEN BRAHIM
Research assistant

DALILA SABANIC
Program Coordinator

BENJAMIN AKINYEMI
Communications Officer

DOCTORAL STUDENTS

FELIX HARTMANN
PhD Student

EZGI IRGIL
PhD Student

PRISCA JÖST
PhD Student

ELISE TENGS
PhD Student
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INTERNS

SELMA AALACHI

FRIDA ERICSSON

ROBERT KRISTIANSEN

ALEXANDER LILLA

ADAM CHILDS

HAZAL OZVARIS

MICHAEL STAM

BRUNA CASTRO

ARIADNA CARRASCOSA
HIDALGO

ADO LEKA

COLLABORATORS

KATE BALDWIN
Yale University

LINDSAY BENSTEAD
Portland State University
Associated Researcher

FRIDA BORANG
Gothenburg University

ASIYATI CHIWEZA
University of Malawi
Associated Researcher

BONIFACE DULANI
University of Malawi
Associated Researcher

MINE EDER
Bogazici University

KAREN FERREE
University of California
San Diego

MARCIA GRIMES
Gothenburg University

JANNIS GRIMM
Freie Universität Berlin

HAPPY KAYUNI
University of Malawi
Associated Researcher

KEVIN KOEHLER
Nato Defense College
Rome

PIERRE F. LANDRY
Chinese Uni. of
Hong Kong
Associated Researcher

HANS LUEDERS
Stanford University

LAUREN MACLEAN
Indiana University

FISON MUJENJA
Ubuntu Research & Rural
Development Company

RAGNHILD L.
MURIAAS
University of Bergen
Associated Researcher

LISE RAKNER
University of Bergen
Associated Researcher

ILYAS SALIBA
WZB Berlin Social
Science Center

ISABELL SCHIERENBECK
Gothenburg University

MARWA SHALABY
Rice University

ANDREA SPEHAR
Gothenburg University

VIBEKE WANG
Chr. Michelsen Institute
Associated Researcher

JOSEPHA WESSELS
Lund University

ATUSAYE ZGAMBO
University of Malawi
Associated Researcher
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OUR PROJECTS

SOCIAL INSTITUTIONS AND GOVERNANCE: LESSONS FROM SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA
This project aims to develop a unified
theory of social institutions in order to
understand how, when and where they
promote good governance and improve
daily lives. The study will conceptualize and
measure social institutions, focusing on the
strength, nature, and content of the norms
and rules governing social interactions.

Paying particular attention to social
institutions governing gender and ethnic
relations, it takes a multi-method approach,
leveraging surveys, experiments, focus
groups and stakeholder interviewers in
Kenya, Malawi, and Zambia to examine
the links between social institutions and
governance.

7.8
FUNDING
SEK 7.8 million from
Swedish Research Council

URBANISATION IN KENYA, MALAWI, AND ZAMBIA
Rapid and unplanned urban growth creates
significant governance challenges, particularly in Sub-Saharan Africa, which is urbanizing at a faster rate than any other region
of the world. Yet, our understanding of
governance in the face of urbanization is
grossly limited and needs further investigation. In this project, we explore governance in the major cities of three rapidly
urbanizing, low-income countries: Kenya,
Malawi, and Zambia. Through this study

we examine the role of social institutions
in a multi-method inquiry into how rules
and norms governing ethnic and gender
relations affect governance. We consider
the impact of social and political institutions on the quality of governance and
service provision, and on the inequalities
within these based on traditional power
structures of class, ethnicity, gender, and
geographic location.

9.1
FUNDING
SEK7.8 million from
Swedish Research Council
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SAFERESEARCH

450K
FUNDING
SEK 450,000 from
Swedish Research Council &
Riksbankens Jubileumsfond

In recent years, conducting field
research has become an increasingly
risky endeavour, particularly in regions
characterized by violent conflict, repressive
political regimes, or state failure. Working
under such conditions is challenging and
researchers need to protect themselves.
Sadly, GLD affiliated researchers have also
suffered during survey implementation
[see page 25]. Despite the fact that
scholars across a range of disciplines face
more and more challenges, guidance on
how to prepare and conduct safe field
research is not readily available. In an
attempt to address this, the SAFEResearch
handbook describes the types of
challenges researchers are facing in the
field and provides a set of best practices

for safer fieldwork. It is a collaborative
effort written by researchers, journalists,
and NGO workers from around the world.
Covering the stages of typical research
processes in the social sciences—from
fieldwork preparations to safety in the field
to post-fieldwork debriefing—the handbook
outlines ways in which the physical safety
of researchers and subjects can be
improved and the confidentiality of data
and communication preserved in politically
sensitive settings. Drawing on the accounts
of scholars, journalists, data activists, and
human-rights practitioners, the handbook
covers both human and digital security and
offers practical suggestions for conducting
research in difficult environments.

1

17

2

FORTHCOMING
HANDBOOK

CONTRIBUTORS

GLD SPONSORED
WORKSHOPS
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OUR WORK

GLD AT WORK
Participants at SAFEResearch
Writers’ Workshop, Athens, Greece

PhD Students Ezgi Irgil and Prisca Jöst at Social Science Data
Analysis summer school, University of Essex, UK

Sebastian Nikel, GLD, presenting sampling plans at Sub Saharan
Africa Social Institutions Workshop, Gothenburg, Sweden.

Felix Hartmann, GLD Phd
Student, presenting at Annual
Policy Day, Gothenburg, Sweden

Adam Harris, GLD Affiliated Scholar, and Kristen
Kao, GLD Postdoc, conducting fieldwork in Northern
Province, Zambia

GOVERNANCE AND LOCAL DEVELOPMENT

Photo Credits: Ezgi Irgil, Josephine Gakii, Kristen Kao, and Ellen Lust.
Josephine Gakii, GLD Postdoc, during panel discussion at Annual Policy Day, Gothenburg Sweden

Sub Saharan Africa Social Institutions
Workshop, Gothenburg, Sweden

Participants at GLD Annual Conference, Gothenburg, Sweden
Ellen Lust, GLD, and other participants at
hostile environment and first aid training, UK

Annual Policy Day,
Gothenburg, Sweden

17

18

OUR WORK: PUBLICATIONS

PUBLICATIONS AND
OUTREACH
PEER-REVIEWED ARTICLES

Lindsay J. Benstead. 2019.

as likely to contact a councilor of
the same gender when asking for
help with community problems.
Finally, electing females increases
women’s access to councilors,
due to network homosociality—
that is, denser personal networks
with others of the same gender—
but has a limited impact on
men’s access because female
councilors have more heterosocial
networks. By showing that
electing and appointing women
improves service and allocation
responsiveness to females, the
results call attention to the need
to address gender equity issues
when drafting electoral laws and
implementing decentralization
laws.
Hans Lueders and Ellen Lust,

“Do Female Local Councillors
Improve Women’s
Representation?”

“Multiple Measurements, Elusive
Agreement, and Unstable
Outcomes in the Study of Regime
Change,”

Tunisia’s 2018 municipal elections,
in which a legislated quota was
implemented and women won 47
percent of seats, raises questions
about whether electing female
councilors improves women’s
representation in clientelistic
settings. Using data from the Local
Governance Performance Index
(LGPI), an original survey of 3,600
Tunisians conducted in 2015 by
the Program on Governance and
Local Development (GLD), this
paper investigates the relationship
between local councilors’ gender
and women’s access to help with
personal or community issues.
Three findings emerge. First, male
citizens are thirteen percentage
points more likely to know a local
councilor and six percentage points
more likely to have contacted
a councilor for help. Second,
citizens of both genders are twice

This comprehensive analysis of
regime change indicators reveals
that problems of conceptualization and measurement are major
reasons why current quantitative
research fails to draw compelling
conclusions that foster cumulative knowledge. The article first
proposes the distinction between
two forms of regime change—
rupture and reform—and discusses
the specific conceptual and
measurement challenges scholars
encounter yet largely fail to address
when studying either form of
change. Second, the article shows
that agreement between indicators
of regime change is low and driven
by focal points such as elections
and coups, suggesting that such
measures often reflect notable
events instead of regime change
per se. This implies that indicator

The Journal of the Middle East and Africa.

choice determines the set of cases
for causal inference. Finally, a
robustness check of nine articles
on regime change published in top
journals demonstrates that findings
are often not robust to alternative
indicators, implying that indicator
choice influences the results of
quantitative studies.

Journal of Politics, 80(2) (April 2018): 736-741.

Ellen Lust and Lise Rakner

“The Other Side of Taxation:
Extraction and Social Institutions
in the Developing World,”
Annual Review of Political Science, 21
(2018): 277-294.

The fiscal sociology literature
views the state at the heart
of development, but in most
developing countries, formal
taxation is limited. Instead,
local residents make substantial
contributions outside the state
to the provision of public goods.
That is, they engage in what we call
social extraction rather than state
taxation. This article conceptualizes
social extraction and the social
institutions that drive extraction.
Furthermore, it considers variations
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in the content of social institutions,
and it proposes research agendas
that allow us to understand how
social institutions impact resource
mobilization and development
at the community level. It draws
lessons from a large, crossdisciplinary literature that includes
work in anthropology, sociology,
economics, psychology, and
political science.
Ragnhild Muriaas, Vibeke Wang, Lindsay J.
Benstead, Boni Dulani, and Lise Rakner. 2018.

“Why the Gender of Traditional
Authorities Matters:
Intersectionality and Women’s
Rights Advocacy in Malawi.”
Comparative Political Studies. Doi:
10.1177/0010414018774369.

Traditional leadership often
coexists with modern political
institutions; yet, we know little
about how traditional and state
authority cues—or those from
male or female sources—affect
public opinion. Using an original
survey experiment of 1,381
Malawians embedded in the 2016
Local Governance Performance
Index (LGPI), we randomly assign
respondents into one of four
treatment groups or a control
group to hear messages about
a child marriage reform from
a female or male traditional
authority (TA) or parliamentarian.
In the sample as a whole, the
female TA is as effective as the
control (i.e., no endorsement),
while other messengers elicit
lower support (i.e., backfire
effects). Endorsements produce
heterogeneous effects across
respondent sex and patrilineal/
matrilineal customs, suggesting
the need for tailored programs.
Our paper adds an intersectional
approach to the governance
literature and offers a theoretical
framework capable of explaining
the impact of state and traditional
endorsements across policy
domains.

Marwa Shalaby and Mazen Hassan,

David Waldner and Ellen Lust,

“Drivers of Tolerance:
Experimental Evidence from
Post-revolutionary Egypt,”

“Unwelcome Change: Coming
to Terms with Democratic
Backsliding,”

Previous work on political tolerance
has overwhelmingly focused
on established democracies.
Consequently, our knowledge
continues to be limited with
regard to the drivers of tolerance
in less democratic transitional and
nondemocratic settings. In this
paper, we examine what could best
promote tolerance of least-favored
political groups in such contexts.
We use a survey experiment in
Egypt to test competing theories
through exposing respondents
to different primes, emphasizing
the importance of tolerance on
the basis of religious, economic,
or government endorsements.
Respondents were then asked
questions to gauge their tolerance
levels toward their least-favored
group. We control for the level of
trust in government, religiosity,
interpersonal trust, contact, and
political knowledge. Our data show
soaring levels of intolerance among
Egyptians. However, we found
evidence that priming respondents
with the economic benefits of
having a tolerant society is the most
effective way to promote tolerant
attitudes, especially among those
with lower levels of education and
younger age groups. Additionally,
our analysis demonstrated that
respondents’ level of trust in
government has a strong effect on
tolerance attitudes.

Scholars have paid increasing
attention to democratic
backsliding, yet efforts to explain
this phenomenon remain inchoate.
This article seeks to place the
study of democratic backsliding on
sturdier conceptual, operational,
and theoretical foundations.
Conceptually, the challenge of
backsliding is to define changes
that take place within a political
regime. Methodologically, the
challenge involves measurement
of intraregime changes, as
alternative coding schemes
change the population of units
that have experienced democratic
backsliding. Theoretical challenges
are dual: First, despite a rich
and diverse literature, we lack
readily available theories to
explain backsliding, and second,
the theoretical debates that do
exist—centered on the causes of
democratic transitions, democratic
breakdowns, authoritarian
resilience, and democratic
consolidation—remain unresolved.
We consider how these theories
might be called into service to
explain backsliding. By doing so,
the article aims to set the terms of
the debate to create a common
focal point around which research
can coalesce.

Political Research Quarterly, 72(2): 293-308.

Annual Review of Political Science, 21
(2018): 93-113.
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OUR WORK: PUBLICATIONS

GLD WORKING PAPERS

drives swing voters to support a
certain party. The results have key
implications for race and identitybased voting in South Africa and
dominant regimes across the
continent.

Kristen Kao and Mara Redlich Revkin,

To Punish or to Pardon?
Reintegrating Rebel
Collaborators After Conflict in
Iraq,” GLD Working Paper Series
No. 17, October 2018, available at:
http://gld.gu.se/media/1503/gldworking-paper-17-final.pdf

Adam Harris,

Moving from Race- to
Performance-Based Politics:
Swing Voters in South Africa’s
2016 Local Elections,” GLD
Working Paper Series No. 17,
October 2018, available at: http://
gld.gu.se/media/1519/harris-wp-18final-v2.pdf
Who are the swing voters in
South Africa’s racially-charged
elections? This study is among the
first to systematically investigate
the correlates of the swing vote
in South Africa. I argue that race,
cohort, performance, and partisan
networks influence the likelihood
that an individual is a swing voter.
To investigate these arguments,
this study uses original exit poll
survey data from South Africa’s
2016 local elections. The results
indicate that swing voters in the
2016 elections are those who have
weaker racial identities, weaker
attachments to their racial group’s
party, are born free, have lower
assessments of ANC performance,
and have fewer friends and family
who support their preferred party.
The paper also predicts what

Rebel groups that govern territory require the support of large
numbers of civilians. After conflict
ends, these civilians are often
perceived as rebel collaborators. Yet, we know relatively little
about what victimized populations
think is the appropriate response
to collaborators. This gap in our
knowledge has serious implications for the durability of peace.
Through experiments embedded
in an original survey of Mosul, an
Iraqi city that experienced governance by the Islamic State, we
identify the effects of hypothetical
collaborators’ (1) identity traits and
(2) type of collaboration on preferences for punishment, forgiveness,
and reintegration. Contrary to the
government’s harsh and indiscriminate approach to prosecuting
collaborators, participants prefer
more lenient punishments—or no
punishment—for some. We find
that the nature of collaboration
matters more than the identity of
the collaborator. Our design helps
identify the conditions under which
former rebel collaborators may be
successfully reintegrated into postconflict societies.

Ragnhild Muriaas, Vibeke Wang, Boni Dulani, and
Lise Rakner,

“When do Donor Endorsements
Help or Hurt? Policy Advocacy
and Men’s Interests in Malawi,”
GLD Working Paper Series No.
16, September 2018, available
at: http://gld.gu.se/media/1399/
wp16final.pdf
Development organizations seek
to improve support for gender
reforms, especially among populations who might undermine
implementation. Yet, little is known
about how policy advocates shape
citizens’ views. Using a framing
experiment implemented among
1,704 Malawians embedded in
the LGPI, we randomly assigned
respondents to six groups to
receive a control or endorsement
of gender quotas or land reform
from women’s organizations
(WOs) or western donors (WDs).
We propose an interest theory
of public opinion formation and
find that, overall, WOs or WDs
are as effective as the control for
quotas, but cause backfire effect
for land reforms—highly sensitive
issues threatening men’s interests.
Effects vary most across respondent gender, with messengers
generally causing backfire effects
among men, but having either no
impact or a positive impact among
women. Our results extend the
governance literature by disaggregating gender issues and
questioning whether endorsement-based campaigns improve
support among populations with
entrenched interests.
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OTHER PUBLICATIONS

“Expectations, Responsiveness,
and Electoral Accountability,”
APSA Comparative
Democratization Newsletter,
16(1) (2018):
• Eric Arias, “Promises and Perils
of Informational Interventions for
Electoral Accountability.”
• Karen Ferree, “Accountability
and the Challenges of
Performance Voting in Africa.”
• Adam Harris, Kristen Kao, and
Ellen Lust, “The Determinants of
Local and National Vote Choice:
Evidence from a Conjoint
Experiment.”
• Kristen Kao, Ellen Lust, and Lise
Rakner, “Money Machine: Do the
Poor Demand Clientelism?”
• Luis Schiumerini, “Incumbency
Effects and Democratic
Accountability in the Developing
World.”

Lindsay J. Benstead and Ellen Lust,

Ellen Lust,

“Why Do Some Voters Prefer
Female Candidates? The Role of
Perceived Incorruptibility in Arab
Elections,” in Helena Stensöta and
Lena Wängnerud (Eds.), Gender
and Corruption: Historical Roots
and New Avenues for Research,
(Palgrave Macmillan, 2018).

“Layered Authority and Social
Institutions: Reconsidering
State-Centric Theory and
Development Policy,”
International Journal of Middle East
Studies, 50(2018): 333-336.

Lindsay J. Benstead, Ragnhild Louise Muriaas,
and Vibeke Wang,

“Do Donor Endorsements Help
Or Hurt?” GLD Blog, September
19 2018, available at: http://gld.
gu.se/en/publications-and-data/
blog/do-donor-endorsementshelp-or-hurt/
Ruth Carlitz,

“Which Citizens? Which
Services? Unpacking Demand
for Improved Health, Education,
Roads, Water etc,”
Oxfamblogs, March 16 2018,
available at: https://oxfamblogs.
org/fp2p/which-citizens-whichservices-unpacking-demand-forimproved-public-service-delivery/

Ellen Lust and Rabab El-Mahdi,

“Roundtable: Reevaluating the
Nation-State - Introduction,”
International Journal of Middle East
Studies, 50(2018): 315-316.
Marwa Shalaby and Ariana Marnicio,

“Women’s Political Participation
in Bahrain,” in Rita Stephan and
Mounira Charrad (Eds.), omen
Rising: Resistance, Revolution,
and Reform in the Arab Spring
and Beyond, (New York University
Press, 2018).
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OUR WORK: EVENTS AND CONFERENCES

LAYERED AUTHORITY
2018 ANNUAL GLD CONFERENCE
MAY 31 - JUNE 1 GOTHENBURG, SWEDEN

Our second annual conference, “Layered Authority”,
was held in Gothenburg, Sweden. Dealing with areas in
which state and non-state actors may overlap in certain
domains, this conference sought to showcase research
that examines the ways in which different authorities
interact, and the extent to which they complement or

clash with each other, enabling us to understand how
such interactions affect governance more broadly -- at
the community as well as the state level. The conference stimulated dialogue on such questions among
scholars, policymakers, and other members of the
development community.

Annual Conference Presenters

ANA ARJONA
Northwestern University

KATE BALDWIN
Yale University

DANIELA BEHR
University of Konstanz

RUTH CARLITZ
University of Gothenburg

JASPER COOPER
Columbia University

EMMANUEL FRIMPONG
BOAMAH
State University of New York

ADAM HARRIS
University College London

GEOFFREY HUGHE
London School of
Economics

KATHARINA HOLZINGER
University of Konstanz

KRISTEN KAO
University of Gothenburg

EGOR LAZAREV
Columbia University

ELLEN LUST
University of Gothenburg

ALEXANDER MAKULILO
University of Dar es Salaam

EDUARDO MONCADA
Columbia University

JENNIFER MURTAZASHVILI
University of Pittsburgh

GOVERNANCE AND LOCAL DEVELOPMENT

Annual Conference Presenters cont.

PAUL THISSEN
University of California,
Berkeley

MARTHA WILFAHRT
Northwestern University

Annual Conference Participants

BONIFACE DULANI
University of Malawi

KAREN FERREE
University of California, San
Diego

JOSEPHINE GAKII
University of Gothenburg

MARCIA GRIMES
University of Gothenburg

LASSE KRANTZ
University of Gothenburg

PIERRE LANDRY
NYU- Shanghai

LAUREN MACLEAN
Indiana University
Bloomington

JOHN MCCAULEY
University of Maryland

RAKESH RAJANI
Ford Foundation

NORA STEL
Maastricht School of
Management
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NEW RESEARCH = BETTER POLICIES.
INSIGHTS ON DEMOCRACY, GOVERNANCE, AND ARMED CONFLICT
POLICY DIALOGUE DAY 2018
MAY 30 GOTHENBURG, SWEDEN

2018 Policy Dialogue Day was organized by the V-Dem
(Varieties of Democracy) Institute, the QoG (Quality of
Government) Institute, GLD-Gothenburg (Program for
Governance and Local Development), UCPD (Uppsala
Conflict Data Program) and ViEWS (a Political Violence
Early Warning System). The annual Policy Dialogue

conference bridges the gap between analysis and
practice and aims to shed light on questions relating to
democracy support and governance. The conference
serves as a meeting platform for practitioners, policy
makers, and academics.

WORKSHOPS
SAFERESEARCH HANDBOOK AUTHORS’ WORKSHOP
JANUARY 24-28 SWEDISH INSTITUTE AT ATHENS, GREECE

Aimed at producing a draft manuscript, the
SAFEResearch Authors’ Workshop was held at the
Swedish Institute at Athens. It brought together
participants from academia, human rights, journalism,
and other fields, who shared valuable insights on the

risks of conducting fieldwork in dangerous settings.
The workshop included a day of hostile environment
training and a day of digital security training, both
provided by external experts.

SAFERESEARCH DISSEMINATION WORKSHOP
APRIL 26 UNIVERSITY OF GOTHENBURG, SWEDEN

On April 26th, GLD co-hosted a workshop with the
School of Global Studies and the University of Gothenburg to discuss the key themes of the handbook. The

workshop provided important insights into additional
content and helped contribute to future publication.

GOVERNANCE AND LOCAL DEVELOPMENT

SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA SOCIAL INSTITUTIONS WORKSHOP
JULY 23-26TH UNIVERSITY OF GOTHENBURG, SWEDEN

GLD hosted the ‘Sub Saharan Africa Social Institutions
Workshop’ to prepare for the implementation of our
upcoming study in Kenya, Malawi, and Zambia. It was
an essential step to ensure consistent implementation of the study across Kenya, Malawi, and Zambia,

GLD IN THE COMMUNITY
THE EDWARD CHIWAYULA TRUST

and also gave the team an opportunity to engage in
detailed, constructive discussion over focus group and
survey instruments.

LOCAL EVENTS

The Edward Chiwayula Trust Fund aims to support
young Malawian students currently enrolled in higher
education. Named after Edward Chiwayula, a young
Malawian researcher who sadly passed away on April
17th 2016 while fielding a the LGPI in Blantyre, Malawi,
the fund aims to provide financial support to college
students struggling with school fees and other school
related expenses in Malawi. Through the generosity
of donors the fund has been able to award six scholarships to students enrolled at Chancellor College.
The scholarships help students pay for fees and living
expenses and are provided for the duration of their
studies. GLD has provided financial and institutional
support for the fund.

GLD welcomes opportunities to engage with local
stakeholders in communities around the world. We
see these events as an occasion to present some of
our work (projects, methodologies, and key findings)
to the communities we engage with. These events
often feature policy makers, community leaders, and
members of the general public, and act as an interactive forum to discuss the more policy-relevant findings
from our research.

GLD in Oman, January:
GLD Director Ellen Lust
traveled to Oman, where
she had the opportunity
to meet the inspiring
principal of the Abdullah
Ibn Al-‘Abas Secondary
School, Khalid Salam
Al Karusi. The principal
spearheaded a project by

students, teachers, and
community members to
build a hydroponic greenhouse. The greenhouse
is used in the school’s
education, and provides an
excellent example of how
to grow vegetables in the
salty, sandy soil of the area.
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GLD AROUND THE WORLD
Our work has been presented at the following events:

16 11
14
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10

7

18
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7
9
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12

23

19

26 20
15
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JANUARY

3

1. Winter Experimental Social Science Institute, NYU Abu Dhabi 17-19th
2. Swedish Futures Institute, Stockholm, Sweden 31st
3. QoG Annual Internal Conference, Barcelona, Spain 29-31st

7. Building Peaceful and Inclusive Societies: Connecting, Creating, and
Empowering Leadership in North Africa and the UK, House of Lords,
London, UK 19th

FEBRUARY

8. Strengthening Research, Knowledge & Practice for Accountability
on Water: Global Think-Shop and Collaborative Planning Forum, Dar es
Salaam, Tanzania 27 – 29th
.

4. Center on the Politics of Development, UC Berkeley, California, US 8th

MARCH
5. Twaweza Ideas & Evidence Event, Dar es Salaam, Tanzania 6-7th
6. Partis politiques, elections et vote : Regards croisse entre l’Afrique et
le Monde Arabe Conference, Universite Laval, Quebec, Canada 22-23rd

22

APRIL

9. International Studies Association Annual Meeting in San Francisco,
California, US 4-8th
10. ECPR Workshop,Mons, Belgium 10th
11. GU Politics & Gender Workshop, Gothenburg, Sweden 25th

12
13

1

2
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MAY
12. EGEN meeting at Vanderbilt University in Nashville, Tennessee, US 4-5th
Institut Barcelona d’Estudis Internacionals (IBEI) in Barcelona, Spain 7th
13. ESCWA Implementing Agenda 2030: Economic Governance and National Development Planning in the Arab Region
meeting in Tunis, Tunisia 9th
14. Workshop on Systems of Public Service Delivery in Developing Countries, at the Blavatnik School of Government,
University of Oxford, Oxford, UK 14-15th
15. 9th Annual POMEPS Conference,Washington DC, US 24th

JUNE
16. Annual CeCAR Conference, Gothenburg, Sweden 18-19th
17. European Political Science Association’s (EPSA) 8th Annual Conference, Vienna, Austria 21-23rd
18. Workshop on “The Demand Side of Clientelism: Agency, Trade-Offs, and Welfare Implications,” University of
Duisburg-Essen, Duisburg and Essen, Germany 25-26th

25
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JULY
19. World Congress on Middle Eastern Studies
(WOCMES), Seville, Spain 16-17th

AUGUST
20. American Political Science Association 2018 Annual
Meeting, Boston, US August 30-September 2th
21. Rethinking Development: Development Research
Conference 2018, Gothenburg, Sweden 22-23rd

SEPTEMBER
22. Dem Research Event hosted by USAID, Washington,
DC, US 4th Urban Institute in Washington, DC, 5th
23. German Political Science Association Conference,
Goethe University, Frankfurt, Germany 24-28th
24. Research Workshop on Islamist Armed Conflicts
and the Prospects for Conflict Resolution, ETH Zurich

University, Switzerland 27-30th
25. VR Development Panel, Stockholm, Sweden, 12-13th

OCTOBER
26. Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars,
Washington DC, US 29th

NOVEMBER
27. A New Political Science for A Changing World,
American University of Cairo, Cairo, Egypt 3-4th

DECEMBER
28. Centre for Environmental Political Studies workshop,
Gothenburg, Sweden 17th
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VISITING SCHOLARS
OTHER EVENTS

VISITING SCHOLARS
NORA STEL
Assistant Professor
Maastricht School of
Management
Interests: Governance
dynamics in informal and
fragile settings, political
economy of refugee
policies in the Middle East

JUSTIN GENGLER
Assistant Professor
Qatar University
Interests: Sectarian politics,
Arab Gulf public opinion,
and survey methodology in
the Middle East

HENRY MOLLEL
Senior Lecturer
Mzumbe University
Interests: Public
policy analysis, citizen
participation, local
governance and
decentralization

KAREN FERREE
Professor
University of California,
San Diego
Interests: Voting behavior
and election outcomes,
electoral institutions,
electoral integrity, and
issues related to survey
design in Africa

LARYSSA CHOMIAK
Director
Centre d’Etudes
Maghrébines à Tunis
Interests: Tunisia and North
Africa, political transitions
and democracy, social
movements, and dissent,
protest and contentious
politics

ROBERT GIFFORD
SCHOOL OF ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES, UNIVERSITY OF VICTORIA
INTERESTS: RESOURCE MANAGEMENT, SOCIAL JUDGMENT AND COGNITION, NONVERBAL
BEHAVIOUR

SAM FANKHAUSER
GRANTHAM RESEARCH INSTITUTE ON CLIMATE CHANGE AND THE ENVIRONMENT, LONDON
SCHOOL OF ECONOMICS
INTERESTS: CLIMATE CHANGE, CLIMATE FINANCE, CARBON MARKETS
RABAB EL MAHDI
The American University
in Cairo
Interests: Comparative
political economy of Latin
American and the Middle
East (state-civil society
relations), social movements
and resistance, women’s
movements, and democratic
transitions

DAVID L. ROUSSEAU
Associate Professor
University of Albany
Interests: Military conflict,
shared identity, political
development, and foreign
policy

MARWA SHALABY
Researcher
Interests: Comparative
politics, democratization,
and research methodology.

LYNN A. WARNER
Professor
University of Albany
Interests: Epidemiology,
comorbidity, drugs,
psychiatric epidemiology,
adolescent mental health

ASTRID DANNENBERG
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL AND BEHAVIORAL ECONOMICS, UNIVERSITY OF KASSEL
INTERESTS: ENVIRONMENTAL PSYCHOLOGY, SOCIAL PSYCHOLOGY, PERSONALITY PSYCHOLOGY
WINNIFRED LOUIS
SCHOOL OF PSYCHOLOGY, UNIVERSITY OF QUEENSLAND
INTERESTS: IDENTITY AND NORMS, SOCIAL DECISION-MAKING

GOVERNANCE AND LOCAL DEVELOPMENT

LOOKING AHEAD: GLD IN 2019
We are already looking forward to an eventful 2019. Below are just some of
the highlights of the year ahead. To find out more about these events and to
keep updated on all our latest news, please visit our website at: gld.gu.se

GLD’S THIRD ANNUAL CONFERENCE: ROUTES TO ACCOUNTABILITY
We will hold our third annual conference on May 24-25, 2019 with the theme, “Routes to
Accountability.” The goal of the conference will be to consider if, how, and when citizens
can effectively hold service providers and authorities accountable. We consider not only
the ways in which citizens hold state actors accountable, but also how people demand
answers and enforce sanctions when non-state authorities violate their duties. We seek
perspectives from both scholars and practitioners to understand how processes and
practices of accountability differ across state and non-state arenas, the extent to which
these arenas intersect, and how answers to these questions may differ across sectors
such as education, health, security, and welfare provision. We encourage research that
addresses these questions across the chain of accountability: from the provision of information on rights, responsibilities, and outcomes to enforcement and sanctioning of unresponsive providers and authorities. In charting these various routes to accountability, we
will also contribute to GLD’s broader aim of explaining variation in governance and local
development in an effort to promote human welfare globally.

POLICY DAY 2019: NEW CHALLENGES TO DEMOCRACY, GOVERNANCE, AND
PEACE
The Annual Policy Dialogue Day will take place on Wednesday May 22, 2019, at the
Wallenberg Conference Center in Gothenburg, Sweden. The event is entitled “New Challenges to Democracy, Governance, and Peace.” Several large-scale societal changes
affect democracy, governance, and peace, both at national and local level: expanded
access to social media and digital tools is shaking up political communication; rapid
changes due to globalization challenge national and local governance; a rise in identity
politics, political exclusion, and populism threatens democratic progress and good governance; and non-state actors are increasingly involved in various aspects of governance.
This Policy Dialogue Day will offer fresh insights on these challenges from various angles
and will provide a platform for practitioners and academics to discuss new solutions.
The keynote speaker is Larry Diamond (Senior Fellow at the Hoover Institution, Stanford
University, and founding co-editor of the Journal of Democracy) who will shed the light on
why and how democracy progresses.
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WORKSHOP ON GOVERNANCE AND DEVELOPMENT
IN THE MENA REGION WITH HAF
This workshop aims to identify the most important questions concerning local governance and
development in the MENA region, in addition to
discussing potential projects that could advance
our understanding in this area. The workshop
will include presentations from leading scholars
from the region and beyond, who are working on
relevant topics. The workshop will be structured
with three main questions in mind:1) which topics
are most interesting/relevant for pushing forward
the field on local governance in the MENA region;
2) how might we best investigate these topics and
expand our knowledge; 3) which approaches are
most likely to feasibly produce meaningful analysis
and results. The project is sponsored by the
Hicham Alaoui Foundation.

GOVERNANCE AND LOCAL DEVELOPMENT

REFUGEE MIGRATION AND CITIES: SOCIAL INSTITUTIONS, POLITICAL
GOVERNANCE, AND INTEGRATION IN JORDAN, TURKEY, AND SWEDEN

17.7
FUNDING
SEK 17.7 million from
Swedish Research Council

Migration is primarily an urban phenomenon, and one that creates new economic,
social, and political challenges. This
program asks how urban municipalities
address forced migration, considering how
it not only changes the social composition of neighborhoods but also influences
norms and behaviors within them. The
program will implement collaborative
research projects in cities hosting influxes
of Syrian refugees in Jordan, Sweden, and
Turkey. This program provides an infrastructure for collaboration between international scholars with expertise in migration studies, political science, and anthropology in Sweden and the Middle East.
Using innovative methods including large
N surveys, elite interviews, urban ethnog-

raphy, and experiments using virtual reality
360-video technology, this program investigates and analyzes the nexus between
political and social institutions in shaping
processes of integration and fills a critical
gap in migration studies.
This project is hosted at the Centre on
Global Migration (CGM), School of Global
Studies, University of Gothenburg (UG), it
consolidates collaboration with the Centre
for Middle Eastern Studies at Lund University, and the Migration Research Centre at
Koc University, Istanbul.

PUBLIC GOODS PROVISION IN THE SHADOW OF URBANIZATION: LEARNING
FROM EXPERIENCES IN KENYA, MALAWI, AND ZAMBIA

800K
FUNDING
SEK800,000 from
Swedish Research Council

The project is aimed at strengthening
collaborative networks between Swedishbased researchers and researchers in
Sub-Saharan Africa, and is being jointly
coordinated with research partners in
Kenya, Malawi, Zambia, and Tanzania. We
will share data from ongoing GLD research
projects with scholars based in the countries where the data was collected, with
the aim of providing opportunities to
develop and implement research projects.
We will collaborate with these scholars,
facilitate networking, and provide scholars
with an opportunity to present their work

at the 2020 GLD Annual Conference. We
see this as mutual capacity building - with
Africa-based researchers being given
access to novel data and analytical skills,
and Sweden-based researchers gaining
a better understanding of local social,
economic, and political issues of the countries where ongoing research is taking
place.
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